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argued, had proved their "ingratitude" towards Russia; the union therefore was declared both inopportune and illegal. Aksakov, faithful to the panslav program, was the only one in the nationalist camp to raise a dissenting voice.
The events of September created great excitement in Serbia and in Greece, which clamored for appropriate territorial compensations. Milan of Serbia, who had assumed the royal status in 1882, started war on Bulgaria (November 14,1885, N.S.), only to be decisively defeated within a fortnight. The occupation of Belgrade was avoided because of the intervention of Austria, with whom Serbia had a secret alliance. Peace was restored by the Treaty of Bucharest on the basis of status quo ante bellum (March 3, 1886, N.S.). A war between Greece and Bulgaria was prevented by a timely naval demonstration of the Powers. The constitutional position of Alexander was regularized by amicable arrangement with the Porte: the sultan appointed him governor-general of Eastern Rumelia and relinquished the right to maintain troops in that area. In legal theory Eastern Rumelia remained a Turkish province; in practice it was an integral part of united Bulgaria, represented in the Bulgarian parliament.
Prince Alexander had thus achieved notable political and military successes, but he had incurred the implacable hostility of Russia, which spelled his doom. During the night of August 20, 1886, N.S., a band of disaffected Bulgarian officers led by Radko Dmitriev, later commanding officer in the Russian army in the War of 1914-1918, invaded the palace. Alexander was arrested, forced to sign an act of abdication, and was transported into Russian territory. A provisional government of pro-Russian orientation was formed, but three days later it was overthrown by Stambulov and his nationalist followers. Alexander, on the invitation of the new government, returned to Bulgaria; when he crossed the border, however, he was informed by a Russian consular officer that an envoy of the tsar was on his way to Sofia to assume control of Bulgarian affairs. Prince Alexander telegraphed to Alexander III announcing his return and humbly imploring the tsar's approval. This being curtly refused, he made public his abdication (September 7, N.S.), appointed a board of regents, and left his stormy principality never to come back.
The disappearance of the despised Battenberg did not improve Russia's position in Bulgaria. The Russian emissary y General Baron Nicholas Kaulbars, brother of the former war minister, proved unable